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Abstracts 

This penultimate section includes a brief look at RP abstracts. Note that a 
much more extensive treatment is available in Abstracts and the Writing of 

Abstracts, published by the University of Michigan Press (Swales and Feak 
2009). 

Unless you are in true humanities, your RP will probably require an 
abstract. Abstracts have been shown to be very important parts of an RP 
because of increasing competition to publish. Among certain important 
journals, manuscripts may be rejected after a reading of the abstract alone. 
While we need to emphasize that such rejections will be largely based on the 
perceived lack of research merit, it remains the case that a coherent abstract 
can only help a manuscript reach the next step of external review. We also 
know that if readers like your abstract, they may read your paper-or at least 
part of it. If they do not like it, they may not. 

There are two main approaches to writing RP abstracts. One we will call 
the results-driven abstract because it concentrates on the research findings 
and what might be concluded from them. The other approach is to offer an 
RP summary abstract in which you provide one- or two-sentence synopses of 
each sections of the paper. 

RP abstracts can be characterized as either indicative (describe what was 
done) or informative (include the main findings). In some very complex 
papers or those that are very theoretical (as in mathematics), it may be 
impossible to report findings and for those we would expect more informa­
tive abstracts. Some journals require structured (labeled with section tides), 
while others may not. However, we should note that structured abstracts 
have been spreading beyond the medical field (e.g., Hartley and Betts, 
2009). 

Structured abstracts have subheadings similar to those in a paper. 

Background 

Aim 

Method 

Results 

Conclusion 

Now here is the abstract for a paper we referred to in Task Nine of this unit. 










