CALIFORNIA

Gathering Philosophers in Southern California Inaugural Workshop
University of Southern California . November 3-4, 2018

Program of Events — Saturday, November 3™

9:00-10:00am Welcome Breakfast Kick-off hosted by Maria Lasonen-Aarnio (MHP Courtyard)
10:00-11:30am “Title TBA” talk given by Eleonore Neufeld (MHP 101)

11:30-1:00pm Session on Applying to Grad School led by Gabriel Uzquiano (MHP 101)
1:00-2:30pm Lunch (MHP Courtyard)

Program of Events — Sunday, November 4th

8:00-9:00am Continental Breakfast (MHP Courtyard)

9:00-10:30am "Objects and events in language and mind" talk given by Alexis Wellwood (MHP 101)
10:30-12:00pm Session on Life in Grad School led by USC Graduate Students (MHP 101)
12:00-1:00pm Lunch (MHP Courtyard)

All workshop events wilt take place in Mudd Hall of Philosophy
Address: 3709 Trousdale Pkwy, Los Angeles, CA 90089



Applying to graduate school in philosophy

November 3, 2018

1 Before you apply

* Find a faculty mentor (or mentors) to help you with your search.

¢ Do some research to figure out which graduate programs in phi-
losophy are the best fit for you, given your philosophical interests,
goals, and personal circumstances. You may have heard of the
Philosophy Gourmet Report and the APA Guide to Graduate
Programs in Philosophy.” However, it is important to research
specific graduate programs to gauge the extent to which they may
match—or not—your initial research interests, goals, and personal
circumstances. Departmental websites generally include specific
information on the structure of the graduate program and its
placement record as well as links to individual pages by faculty
and graduate students. These can give you a sense of a variety of
research interests of people in the department.?

* Remember to ask for letters of support as early as you can. The
sooner you ask the more time you give letter writers to compose
a detailed and informed letter. A last minute request may lead to
a brief, ger~=~lett-— - " * 7 ! '
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* Make sure to research the deadlines for the graduate programs to
which you want to apply. The deadline for USC is December 31,
but other deadlines range from late Fall to early Spring.

* Graduate admission is a centralized process in some institutions.
At USC, for example, graduate admission is conducted by a cen-
tral Office of Graduate Adinissions in conjunction with each grad-
uate program. This office would be the first step for a variety of
practical questions to do with documentation, transcripts, lan-
guage requirements, etc.’

2 Your application

Your application will be read by multiple members of the admissions
committee in the first rounds of assessment, and all members of

the committee will look at applications that reach the last stage of
evaluation. Readers, however, will make a global assessment of the
file, which means that no one aspect of the file will generally rule
the application in—or out—of contention. Having said that, it makes

"You can find them here:

https:/ /www.philosophicalgourmet.com
https://www.apaonline.org/page/gradguide.

* For an overview of the graduate
program at USC, you may consult the
Graduate Program page:

https:/ /dornsife.usc.edu/phil/ graduate/

3 Here is the address of the Office of
Graduate Admissions:

https://gradadm.usc.edu

At USC, you will find additional
information in the To Apply section of
the departmental website:

https:/ /dornsife.usc.edu/phil/to-
apply/
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once they do. Make sure to keep an eye on this to make sure your
letter writers submit their letters prior to the application deadline.

3 After you apply

Most, if not all institutions should eventually notify you with the out-
come of your application by early to mid Spring. Unfortunately, dif-
ferent admissions committees work at a different pace, and they seem
to be on very different timelines. One constraint across institutions

is the national deadline for accepted offers, which is April 15. Stu-
dents must accept or decline their offers by then in order to be fully
admitted into the program. But while some graduate programs is-
sue their offers of admission sometime in January or February others
wait until late March. At USC, we generally make an effort to notify
all applicants by late February at the latest, but the timeline depends
on what dates turn out to be available for admissions committee to
meet through the different stages of the process.

3.1 If you are offered admission to a program

If you are offered admission to a national program subject to the
April 1z *-adlinr=. " nay helf © © o take vourr time to consider you
options. This is, f... all, a ve.y s.gnifice... nwestone, and you sho.....
take the time to consider what may be best for you and to make an
informed decision. Some programs may organize an Open House
and they may invite you to visit the department. This is an important
visit, since you will be abl o have a better sense of what life in the
department may be like and it will provide you with a unique oppor-
tunity to talk to faculty and graduate students there. These visits will
be a particularly helpful source of information if you are admitted

to more than one program and want to be able to make an effective
comparison between them.

3.2 If you are waitlisted for admission to a program

If you are waitlisted for admission, you may hear so from the admis-
sions committee. Different programs may have different procedures
in place, but if you are notified, it is very important in each case is to
remain in close touch with the point person at that committee. They
will let you know if there are any significant developments for your
case, and it helps if you notify them of any significant developments
on your end.





